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Archie and Linda Dunham have found sanctuary in Dana Point,  
California. Located in the seaside enclave, The Strand at  
Headlands, this new home stands confidently perched above the 
Pacific where it enjoys a 270-degree coastal view. In the 1970’s, 
the Dunham’s enjoyed a San Clemente address with a southerly 
view of the California coast. The selection of this particular site 
was in hopes of recapturing that coastal view. 

Drama at the Strand
Architect homer oAtmAn Designs ArounD DrAmAtic  

coAstAl scenery At the strAnD, DAnA Point
TexT By Will HosBand | PHoTograPHy By Jim doyle

Under a carved stone 
pediment, the front  
doors open up to an entry 
colonnade. opposite The 
residence sits perched  
on a prime view lot in  
The Strand.
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An education in Geology has afforded Archie a long career lead-
ing various Petroleum and Energy companies, including Conoco-
Phillips and more recently Chesapeake Energy. It also gave him a 
deep appreciation for natural stone, which takes center stage in this 
coastal villa. Dunham’s interests are global, vast and considerable. 
On business trips to the Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev would 
dispatch a portion of his security detail to the Dunhams who would 
then ask these highly trained Russians to carry shopping bags of 
souvenirs, which often included special gems, rocks or crystals. This 
new home is the antithesis of that influ-
ence: it is internal, contemplative and 
fueled by family. 

The architect, Newport Beach-based 
Homer Oatman, has deconstructed a 
medieval cloister and artfully re-imag-
ined it with the good fortune of dramatic 
coastal scenery. Oatman inverted the 
cloister in order to embrace the true 
nature of the site and its views.

This home, built by Corbin/Reeves 
Construction, is a celebration of stone. A 
carved limestone pediment marks the 
entry into a covered breeze-way. A 

procession of groin vaults supported by nearly seamless stone 
columns, leads toward the true entry of the home. An infinity–edge 
pool, designed by Landscape Architect Dan Stewart, energizes the 
entry courtyard. The use of Dover Shell limestone, both on the exte-
rior and interior, creates permanence and continuity between the 
spaces, which is further enhanced by the thin profile steel doors and 
windows. Maltese limestone floors, from the eastern Mediterra-
nean, arrived at the site, already worn by decades of prior use. The 
driveway was composed of reclaimed granite cobbles from mainland 

clockwise from left The house is a celebra-
tion of stone, used either as columns, site 
walls, balustrades or carved into a fountain; 
A poolside seating and dining area; Two 
basement bedrooms (each with interior and 
exterior showers) enjoy access to the secret 
garden. opposite Hand carved stone columns 
provide a covered groin-vaulted approach to 
the main entry to the home.
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China. Exterior paving incorporated Corsican limestone and finally, 
a bathtub was carved out of a solid block of limestone. Chiarini 
Marble and Stone, Orange County Stone and Young Ideas Construc-
tion were crucial to the implementation of stone in Oatman’s design.

A passion for residential architecture was cultivated during 
Oatman’s post-graduate work at UCLA where he studied under 
Frank Israel, Charles Moore and John Lautner. Six-months of study 
in Italy and France laid a foundation to understand, interpret and 
re-fashion traditional European architectural styles onto the coastal 
Orange County landscape. However, Oatman claims, “good archi-
tecture is impossible without a good client” and gives credit for the 
success of this project to Archie Dunham. 

During the design process, Oatman traveled to the Dunham’s other 
residences in Houston and Colorado. The Dunham’s own travels to 

A southerly view of the California coast can 
be seen from this office. opposite A spacious 
kitchen and nook enjoy ocean views through 
pocketing glass doors; The use of natural stone 
continues into the design of the kitchen.
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Europe, Asia and the Middle East have produced a collection of 
artwork, rugs and artifacts (including a 19th century Berber door from 
the Atlas Mountains) that remind them of their travels and have now 
taken position in the home. In some cases, these pieces informed the 
design of the actual spaces which they now occupy. Maureen Dawn, of 
Modus Operandi, provided the interior design and offered valuable 
assistance in floor plan adjustments, the placement of the various 
artifacts and in the use of religious iconography that weaves a unifying 

The Dunham Residence is a sanctuary; a comfortable triumph  
for a lifetime of digging, discovering and collecting.  

It’s an architectural design sublimely suited to its owner.
thread throughout the home; which the 
Dunham’s describe as a “blessing”.

The Dunham Residence is a sanctu-
ary; a comfortable triumph for a lifetime 
of digging, discovering and collecting. It’s 
an architectural design sublimely suited 

to its owner. Oatman quotes Frances Mayes, in Under the Tuscan 
Sun, “The house is a metaphor for the self.”  cH

The master bedroom and 
loggia enjoy a long coastal 
view. opposite The 
master bathroom tub was 
carved out of a 24” x 36” x 
60” solid block of stone.


